KACHEMAK BAY RESEARCH RESERVE
COMMUNITY MONITORING

Invasive Species & Harmful Algal Blooms
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OBJECTIVES:

0 Recruit, train and support volunteer monitors to help detect invasive species and HABs.

o Detect and respond to invasive European green crab and tunicate species as quickly as possible
upon their arrival in Kachemak Bay.

o Monitor for HABs in Kachemak Bay and alert the public should a potentially harmful bloom be
detected.

METHODS:

O Trained volunteers set and retrieve crab traps targeting green crabs twice monthly throughout the
summer months.

a Settling plates (tunicate detection tool) are deployed in Homer and Seldovia Harbor to monitor for
invasive tunicates. Plates are pulled, examined and redeployed quarterly throughout the year.

a Volunteers sample phytoplankton at various locations during peak months. Samples are examined,

identified and counted under the microscope in order to identify potentially dangerous blooms.
STATUS: IN PROGRESS

NEXT STEPS: INCREASE RAPID RESPONSE CAPABILITY
FOR INVASIVE ERADICATION EFFORTS.
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Students monitor for green crabs
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